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George 
SQUILLACE
“SQL” is in the name!

 Husband & Dad
 Twenty Six Years of New Horizons service

(June 2019)

 30+ years in Information Technology
 Microsoft Certified Trainer (MCT) since 1997
 99 times in the exam booth!
 Microsoft SQL Server certifications

 MCSE: Business Intelligence
 MCSE: Data Platform
 MCSA

 Microsoft Virtual Academy presenter
 SQLSaturday presenter
 Certified in every version of SQL Server since SQL 2000
 Certified in every version of Windows Server from 

NT 4.0 – Windows Server 2008

For fun: (no particular order)

Movies
Reading
Bicycling (road / city / trail)
Travel
Music / Acoustic Guitar
Computers
Aircraft

+ George.Squillace@NHLS.com

" www.e-Squillace.com



Free Resource Organization

Free Applications – the obvious
Other Free Applications
Free SSMS Plug-ins
Free Script Code
Blogs, Email Newsletters, and Forums
Free eBooks
Free Webinars & Videos
Free (Wall) Posters and Diagrams
Free Virtual Labs
Free Miscellaneous resources



Free Applications –
The Obvious



SQL Server 2017 Developer Edition

 Every feature of Enterprise Edition
 CAN be installed on Windows 10
 CANNOT be used in production

Free Applications



SQL Server 2017 Express Edition

 Quite feature limited
 Lesser of 1 socket or 4 CPU Cores
 Max of 1,410 MB Addressable RAM
 10GB Maximum Size Per Database
 No SQL Agent
 No SSIS

 CAN be used in production
 Click here to see a detailed matrix of 

what SQL 2017 features are supported in 
what Editions (including Express Edition)

Free Applications



SQL Server 2019 - Release Candidate

CTP archive

Free Applications



SQL Server Management Studio 
(SSMS)

18.2 Release notes

Free Applications



Azure Data Studio
Free Applications



Visual Studio 2019 Community Edition

 Environment used to create a variety of executable code
 Web applications (ASP.NET)
 Windows applications
 Web Services
 Console applications

 Many available extensions and customizations
 More powerful editions exist

Free Applications



Other Free 
Applications

organized by vendor



SQLSentry
 There is no longer a “Pro” version. This is the full and 

free version! (Thank you for the correction, Mike Keane)

 Color Coding Highlights Potential Trouble Areas
 SSMS Add-In
 Index Analysis
 Statistics Analysis
 Query Performance Profiling and Playback
 Actual Plan Recosting
 Plan Diagram
 Tuning History and Comments
 Multiple Documents
 Deadlocks Diagram

Free Applications



Free Applications



Free Applications



 ApexSQL Compare

 ApexSQL Complete

 ApexSQL Decrypt

 ApexSQL Discover

 ApexSQL Model

 ApexSQL Plan

 ApexSQL Refactor

 ApexSQL Propagate

 ApexSQL Search

Free Applications



 SQL Scripts Manager
 Expert scripts: “28 scripts written by expert DBAs, SQL Server 

MVPs, and Redgate's SQL developers”, and more…

 DLM Dashboard
 Tracks your database schemas and alerts you when they 

change, up to 50 databases

 SQL Search
 Find fragments in tables, sprocs, jobs and more…

Free Applications













 Send backups to FTP, SFTP, FTPS, NAS, local, 
network folder, OneDrive Personal, Box, Backblaze
B2, Yandex.Disk
 Restore backups in one click with backup chain 

automatically restored in correct sequence
 The paid versions give access to Google Drive, 

Dropbox, Amazon S3, Azure storage, and OneDrive 
for Business

Free Applications



Free Applications



Mind Map software

Mind Map -
Study Matrix

Mind Map –
Journey to 

DB 
Deployment

Mind Map -
Random 

Examples

My 
handwritten 
example –

Churchill book



Andy Leonard – ETL Resources



Free SSMS Add-ins

(not mentioned elsewhere)

Check out this list from Konstantin Taranov of free and commercial SSMS Add-ins 
and this list from Gethyn Ellis!



SSMS Boost
 SSMS Add-in
 Free Community Edition and Professional Edition
 Ton of Features

Free SSMS Add-ins



Free SSMS Add-ins



Free SSMS Add-ins



Free SSMS Add-ins



Free SSMS Add-ins





Free Script Code



Brent Ozar – First Responder Kit
 sp_Blitz
 sp_BlitzIndex
 sp_BlitzCache
White papers
Worksheets and ebooks

Free Script Code



sp_WhoIsActive by Adam Machanic

 Unlike other built-in tools it shows 
connections that are actually ACTIVE!

 Collects data from 15 DMVs.
 A sproc that’s around 4,000 lines long.
 Design goal: Impact the server as little 

possible; return data as quickly as possible.
 Show as much data as possible without going 

overboard.
 Provide a flexible and configurable 

experience.
 Safety and security.

Free Script Code



SQL Server Maintenance Solution
by Ola Hallengren

{

Free Script Code



 Monitoring Solution Utilizing the SQL Agent, DBMail, and Operators
 Looks at:
 File Growth
 Performance Statistics
 Blocking
 Long Running Queries
 Jobs

Free Script Code





 Free downloads
 SQL Server Interview Questions and Answers
 SQL Server Management Studio Keyboard shortcuts
 “3 scripts to instantly improve SQL Server performance”

 Videos
 An Index Reduces Performance of SELECT Queries
 3 Common Mistakes to Kill SQL Server Performance with Pinal 

Dave
 SQL Server Performance Tuning Made Easy – In Person
 SQL Server Performance Tuning Made Easy – Online
 3 Performance Tuning Tricks you Always Wanted to Know

Free Script Code





Blogs, 
Email Newsletters,

and Forums



Free Email Newsletters & 
Communities

Free Blogs, Newsletters & Forums



Free ebooks



 Many Free Titles Available
 Some featured Titles:
 SQL Server Execution Plans, Third Edition
 SQL Server Transaction Log Management
 SQL Server Concurrency: Locking, Blocking and Row 

Versioning
 SQL Backup and Restore
 SQL Server Statistics
 Inside the SQL Server Query Optimizer
 SQL Server Internals: In-Memory OLTP
 Performance Tuning with 

SQL Server Dynamic Management Views
 The Art of SQL Server FILESTREAM

Free ebooks



Free eBooks, 
Microsoft Press
(the link is to a blog post revealing a many free eBooks)

 Some featured Titles:

Free ebooks





Keep this link in mind also (free online ebooks; pay for download)



Pragmatic Works cheat sheets



Version Control by Example
by Eric Sink

Free ebooks



Free Webinars & Videos



Microsoft Learn
 General One-Day, Live & Recorded Training Sessions
 The Aim is to Introduce a Product or Technology, or
 Test Preparation

 I Will Be Presenting Two Sessions in Mid-October 2013

Free webinars & video



PASStv



PASS - in-person and online events

 SQLSaturday
 24 Hours of PASS







Brent Ozar’s YouTube channel





SQLBI TV



SQL Server 2008 
Microsoft Certified Master (MCM) Readiness
Series





 Series of videos on 
Multidimensional 
Model (cube) 
development for 
SSAS by former 
Microsoft consultant, 
Craig Utley
 20+ videos in the 

series
 They’ve been moved 

to YouTube





XML Tutorials at W3Schools
 SQL Server Provides Rich XML Support, Especially Since 

SQL Server 2005
 This Site Provides Great Introductory Tutorials Such As:
 XML
 XQuery
 XPath
 XSLT
 Web Services
 SOAP
 JSON
 There Are More XML – Related Tutorials, and Other 

Language Tutorials As Well!

Free webinars & video



Free (Wall) Posters
and Diagrams



Free posters & diagrams



Free posters & diagrams

Miscellaneous Free Resources



 Disaster Recovery Step by Step
 Explanatory notes



SQL Server 2014 –
Database Engine Permissions

2012 version 2008 R2 version



SQL Server Security posters –
Server Level Roles and Permissions



SQL Server Security posters –
Fixed Database Level Roles and Permissions



Azure posters –
Decision Tree for Big Data Solutions

 5 Microsoft Azure Myths Debunked
 Microsoft Azure Cloud Security
What is Microsoft Azure – Catalog of Services
 Cloud Identity and Access Management



Azure posters –
Decision Tree for Big Data Solutions



Miscellaneous 
Free Resources



SQL Server product documentation

Miscellaneous



Sample Databases

 AdventureWorks Sample Databases

 WideWorldImporters Sample Database

Free Applications



TSQL-Smells
Free Applications



 The ultimate toolkit for Microsoft BI Developers
 Features for:
 SSAS Multi
 SSAS Tabular
 SSRS
 SSIS



Miscellaneous



Online Code Formatters Miscellaneous



DAX Resources 
for BI Developers

 DAX Studio
 DAX Formatter
 DAX Editor
 Tabular Editor
 DAX Patterns
 …



Power BI resources

Power BI Helper



My website, e-Squillace.com
 Many SQL Server resources
 Diagrams
 Screenshots
 Text Editor shortcuts



New Horizons Learning Solutions - Resources

 Free Resources
 New Horizons Learning Solutions – Blogs
 New Horizons Learning Solutions – Webinars

 SQL Server & Power BI - Relevant Course Offerings
 20761 - Querying SQL Databases
 20762 – Developing SQL Databases
 20764 – Administering a SQL Database Infrastructure
 20765 – Provisioning SQL Databases
 20767 - Implementing a SQL Data Warehouse
 20768 – Developing SQL Data Models
 10988 – Managing SQL Business Intelligence Operations
 10990 – Analyzing Data with SQL Server Reporting Services
 20467 – Designing Business Intelligence Solutions with SQL Server
 20778 – Analyzing Data with Power BI
 55123 or 55204 – Writing Reports with Report Builder | Report Designer – Level 1
 55128 or 55170 - Writing Reports with Report Builder | Report Designer – Level 2
 10998 – Updating Your Skills to SQL Server 2017
 SQL Querying Fundamentals – Level 1
 SQL Querying Fundamentals – Level 2



Action Items



Questions?

George.Squillace@NHLS.com

Thank you for your time!


